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President 
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580-237-3686 
 

V. President 
Tim McAnally-KD5KTB 

580-234-0948 
 

Secretary 
Bill Keck-K5ECI 

580-233-2496 
 

Treasurer 
Devon McAnally-KD5UID 

580-237-3218 
 

Trustee 
Dean Feken-KL7MA 

580-336-3326 

 

The Cimarron Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross presented "Be Ready When the Time 
Counts" March 24th with Eyewitness News 5's Rick Mitchell and the First Alert Storm Team. 
This event was designed to help people become aware of spring storms in Oklahoma and the 
problems they can bring with them.  
 
The Enid ARC/Garfield County ARES participated along with Garfield County/City of Enid 
Emergency Management, Enid Fire Department, Garfield County Sheriff's Department, and others 
to help the public prepare for and be informed about severe weather. 
 
There were around 9 members of the GARFCO ARES and EARC that manned a booth answering 
questions from the public about amateur radio and handing out information about the club. Several 
members brought and displayed their “go-kits” and the portable EMCOMM stations that they had. 
They also programmed several weather radios for individuals that were brought in. 
 
According to the Red Cross, approximately 450 attended the event. 
 

 

Front Row: Al/KD5BA, Mike/KD5OFF 
Back Row: Bill/K5ECI, Phil/K5ECH, Dan/KE5PQY, Bill/KC5OKG, Tim/KD5KTB 
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The HomeBrew 
    
The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter about the Enid 
Amateur Radio Club. It is available in both print and 
electronic form. The printed version can be found at 
Wheat Capital Communications 306 W. Willow, Enid 
Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF format, 
is e-mailed on the second Thursday of each month. It is 
also available on the EARC website at 
http://www.enidarc.org/.  
 
To submit an article or place an ad for equipment, e-mail 
the editor at thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions 
need to be received by the second Monday of each 
month for publication. 
 
The views contained in the HomeBrew are those of the 
individual authors and are not necessarily the views of 
the Editor or the Enid Amateur Radio Club. 

HomeBrew Editor 
Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 

580-242-2865 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com  

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was founded in 
1936 and continues to serve and support the amateur 
radio community in  Enid, Garfield County and the state 
of Oklahoma. The EARC is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit 
organization. 
 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC is formed 
is a non-commercial association of radio amateurs, for 
the promotion of interest in Amateur Radio 
communications and experimentation’s. 
 
For the advancement of the radio art and for the 
assistance and education of those who are interested in 
the theory, fundamentals, and operation of Amateur 
Radio. 
 
For the maintenance of emergency communication 
facilities, to aid in times of disasters and emergencies to 
those in need as a public service, and to make said 
communication facilities available without cost. 

                     Article Four of the EARC Articles of 
Incorporation 

 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible to apply 
for membership. Dues for regular licensed amateurs are 
$25 per year (Jan-Dec) for individuals. Family 
membership is $30 per year. Membership dues can be 
mailed to: 

 
Enid Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 261 
Enid Ok. 73702 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not discriminate 

against race, creed, national origin, or sex for eligibility 
for membership. 

 
EARC Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

 
2008 

Mike Cofer KD5OFF (V. Chairman) 
2009 

Greg Veit KD5MFY  
2010 

Dean Feken KL7MA  
2011 

Al Fox KD5BA (Chairman) 
2012 

Richard Herndon KD5ZOY 
 

 

Hold on to your hats and handi-talkies.  
It is that time of the year when we start getting active 
with public service events. April 26th is the March of 
Dimes Walk and May 3rd the Tri-State Parade. Hope 
you can help. 

That takes care of the mundane now let's look at something I found in my files from QST. 
 
Murphey's laws and how they apply to ham radio. 
 
Design:  
In any given price estimate cost of equipment will exceed estimated expenditure by a factor 
of 3. Dimensions will always be expressed in the least usable term. Velocity, for example, 
will be expressed in furlongs per fortnight. If the breadboard trial model functions perfectly 
the finished product will not percolate. In a mathematical calculation any error that can creep 
in will. It will be in the direction that will do the most damage to the calculation. In any 
given computation the figure that is the most obviously correct will be the source of error. 
The probability of a dimension or value being omitted from a drawing is directly 
proportional to its importance. In specifications Murphy's law supersedes Ohm's.  
 
Assembly: Interchangeable parts won't. Components that must not and cannot be assembled 
improperly will be. The most delicate component will be dropped. The construction and/or 
operating manual will be discarded with the packing material. The garbage truck will have 
picked up five minutes before the mad dash to the rubbish can. A dropped tool will land 
where it can do the most damage (this is known as the law of selective gravitation). A 
component selected at random from a group having 99% reliability will be a member of the 
1% group. Tolerances will accumulate unidirectionally toward maximum difficulty of 
assembly. The availability of a component is inversely proportional to the need for that 
component. After a project has been fully assembled extra components will be found on the 
bench. 
 
There are more to be added but I will not hog my space and pass those tidbits along at a later 
date. I do hope you are enjoying spring and have your batteries charged up as well as those 
in your handie-talkie! 
 
Ham radio. Isn't a great hobby?!!! 
 73, 
 Al, KD5BA. 

The Enid Amateur Radio Club hosts a net each Monday at 8:00 pm on the 
145.290 repeater. 

 
Month   Sessions  Stations  Traffic 
March  2007               4      124             3 
March  2008             5      150        6 
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Members of the Enid ARC/Garfield County ARES participate 
in the Red Cross Spring Preparedness Event. 
Members displayed their “go-kits” and portable EMCOMM 
stations. 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

K5ECH and KD5OFF 
program weather radio 

KD5BA visiting with guests 

Table with club info 

K5ECI and KC5OKG 

K5ECI and his portable 
EMCOMM station 

KD5BA and KD5OFF 

KD5KTB sets up his portable 
EMCOMM station 

Thanks to all who helped with the event! 
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Interdependency, The Need For Others In Order To Succeed 
By Norm Fusaro, W3IZ 

All relationships require effort from all who are involved.  Member recruiting and retention has long been a challenge 
for local clubs and cultivating interpersonal relationships with your club members is important to achieving the goals 
of the club and its members. 
 
As people we are independent, capable of our own thoughts, actions and opinions but as members of society we are 
interdependent and rely on others to fill certain needs.  As radio amateurs our interdependence is as basic as the need 
to have another radio operator to establish a contact.  The local club fills a need beyond this basic illustration and 
provides where we can go to meet with friends and share knowledge and experiences. 
 
If the needs of the individual are the Ying then the Yang must be needs of the club as an organization.  Clubs need 
members to manage club business and perform the jobs required to operate a successful club.  One does not have to 
look too far to see that successful clubs rely on synergistic roles that benefit both the individual and the organization.  
If a club provides a way for non hams to get licensed then the club will recruit new members.  The club that offers 
classes for licensed hams to upgrade will retain members.  Active hams that are willing to share their experience will 
teach the newcomers who then become club members and so-on and so-on. 
 
Clubs that seek perfection and a world all the members get along and agree on everything are striving for an 
unrealistic goal and often end up in discontent.  Healthy and active clubs tend to work together as a group toward a 
common goal.  Setting the goal can be a democratic process, which in itself is a healthy activity, however once the 
objective is set it takes the effort of everyone to achieve the result.  For club leadership, it is your job to keep the 
members focused on the mission.  Club members also have a responsibility to the club by supporting the mission and 
not undermining the project just so they can say "I told you so." 
 
People joined your club to get involved.  One of the best ways to keep club members is to include them in club 
business and activities and most importantly, recognize your people for their contributions to the club.  Your club 
newsletter is a terrific vehicle for recognizing members who participate in club activities and programs.  Sometimes a 
special presentation or award may be in line with a member's exemplary involvement.  The actual deed is not as 
important as is the recognition of the people who make it all possible.  When others see that the club appreciates the 
work of the members then more people will be willing to take on jobs and run for office. Mutual effort must be 
ongoing if a club is to recruit and retain members. 

Station Locator Service New For Field Day 2008 
From ARRL Letter 

This year, for the first time, the ARRL has put together a Station Locator to help amateurs or those interested in 
Amateur Radio find a Field Day site near them. According to ARRL Field Day Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, 
many amateurs have been asking for something like this for many years. 
 
If your group would like to be a part of the Station Locator Service, it's easy to get started. Just go to the Field Day 
Station Locator Web site <http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/locator.php> and follow the instructions. 
 
Tim/KD5KTB, stated that he has already registered the Enid ARC with the site for this coming year. 
 
ARRL Field Day will be held June 28-29. For more information, please visit the Field Day Web page 
http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/  
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Mark your calendars!!!  
The Oklahoma City Memorial Marathon, A Run To Remember, is scheduled for Sunday, April 27th!!  
 
As in the past, the starting gun will be at 6:30 AM; the official  Marathon route will remain open till 1:00 PM. Race organizers expect around  
10,000  participants in the Full and Half Marathons, 10km Walk, and 2km Kids  Marathon. Recruiting for volunteers has already begun. If 
you volunteered last year, you have probably already been contacted by the Marathon Volunteer Coordinator. Thomas Webb, WA9AFM/5, is 
the Communication/Emergency Preparedness Chair on the Marathon Board of Directors. Tom has been recruiting from the various  
amateur radio clubs around the Metropolitan Oklahoma City area.  If you were a volunteer last year and wish to join in this event again, e-
mail Tom at tmwebb@cox.net. 
  
All volunteers will receive an OKC Marathon Volunteer t-shirt. Not only will this be your uniform of the day for the Marathon, but a great 
reminder of this outstanding event. The Marathon route will remain the same; starting at the 9:01 Gate at the National Memorial and ending at 
the intersection of 5th and Broadway.  This will be the eighth Marathon honoring those who were killed and the ones who gave of their time, 
talent and treasure during recovery and relief.  Amateur radio communications support has been an integral part of the Marathon  
since the first run in April, 2000. With the 26.2 mile course winding its way from downtown, through Bricktown, past the Capitol through 
several of Oklahoma City’s residential neighborhoods to Lake Hefner and back downtown, clear and accurate communication among  
safety officials was vital. There in lies the mission of the amateur radio community; public safety and welfare communications to make sure 
the runners, volunteers and spectators had a safe and enjoyable day. 
 
The radio operators will be assigned to the primary medical aid station, with race officials, relay exchange points and with medical units along 
the course. The net control station for the Marathon Network will operate from the Salvation Army Emergency Operations Center at SE 44th 
and Bryant in southeast Oklahoma City.  There will be extensive use of Automatic Position Reporting System (APRS).  
This will provide police, fire and emergency medical services with a display of where the runners were along the course. In the event 
emergency equipment has to be dispatched, officials can quickly determine if the Marathon route would be affected and appropriate locations 
and emergency units advised. Also, this will allow race officials to instantly determine the Lead, Tail End, and SAG (a taxi for runners who 
have withdrawn from the race) vehicles are located. 
 
The radio operators are another great story contributing to the success of the Marathon, said Chet Collier, Director of the OKC Memorial 
Marathon. These individuals love what they do, and they love Oklahoma City, he continued, we literally could not run a successful event 
without their work. 
 
The Memorial Marathon has special meaning to the Oklahoma amateur radio community. Within  minutes after the explosion at the Murrah 
Federal Building on  April 19, 1995,  the Oklahoma County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) Net  was up and  running providing 
emergency communication support to rescue and  support units.  The net operated on a 24 hour-a-day basis for over two weeks; a total of  
over 360 hour of continuous operation. Until Hurricane Hugo struck several years   later, the emergency net supporting the Murrah disaster 
was the longest running amateur radio emergency net in U.S. history. Over 330 amateur radio operators from Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, and 
Arkansas volunteered their services.   
 
For more information go to http://www.okcmarathon.com/ .  
 

 

Glen Snapp/WA5UJH-General 

 
 

 
 

April 17-Garfield County Conservation District 
Disaster Drill 

April 17-EARC Monthly Meeting 
April 23-Administrative Professionals’ Day 

April 26-March of Dimes Parade 
April 27-OKC Memorial Marathon 

May 1-National Day of Prayer 
May 3- Tri State Parade 
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The Enid Amateur Radio Club met Thursday evening, March 20, 2008, at  the American Red Cross  
building, Enid, OK. 
 
Jess/KA5HYK called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
M/S/C to accept the minutes of the February 21st meeting as published  in the Homebrew newsletter. 
  
Treasurer report not available. 
  
Old  Business 
  
Further discussion on the decision to purchase a pair of crystals for  the 147.150 repeater. 
  
Further discussion on the date and activities for a clubroom workday.  Mike/KD5OFF will e-mail a notice. 
  
New Business 
  
The club discussed but took no action regarding the following  matters‹ 
  
Creating a special EARC event based on Richard Garriott/W5KWQ¹s flight  aboard the International Space 
Station in October 2008. 
  
Plans for EARC presence at the county-wide Preparedness Event to be  held at the Expo Center on 
Monday, March 24th. 
  
Status of items from the estate of Ray/W5REC for sale at Wheat Capital Communications. 
  
Feasibility of an EARC ice cream social in April or May. 
  
M/S/C to adjourn at 7:37 p.m. 
  
[Compiled from notes by others] 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bill/K5ECI, Club Secretary 
 
 


