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HomeBrew Makes Revisions

At the January monthly meeting of the Enid Amateur Radio Club concerns about The HomeBrew newsd etter were
addressed.

According to the EARC' s by-laws the club isto maintain an official club newsletter. Thisisto meet requirements set
forth by the club for publication of the meeting minutes for members who were not abl e to attend and to keep members
informed of club activities. The name of the official newsletter, according to the club bylaws, isto be “The Enid ARC
Light”.

In January of 2005 Mike Cofer, KD50FF, began putting together a newd etter which was called the Enid Amateur
Radio Club. Hisintent wasto provide a service for the members of the EARC in the form of a newd etter. However in
January of 2006, Mr. Cofer decided to change the name of the newdetter. It was at that time that the HomeBrew came
to be. After the name change came about, severad members noted, quite accurately, that according to the club’s by-laws
achangein the official newdetter couldn’t be made without a vote of the members.

At the EARC' s January meeting the concerns were brought before the club to be worked out. Mr. Cofer explained
that the HomeBrew was not the club’ s official newd etter nor was it intended to be as he had never used the official
heading of “The Enid ARC Light”. Mr. Cofer continued that he wanted more control over content that was put into the
newsd etter and that he was just doing this “for fun”. The club members expressed their appreciation to Mr. Cofer on the
job that he was doing for the club and encouraged him to continue. The club did however need to address the by-law
concerning the official club newdetter. It was decided that a page of the EARC website could be made and then called
“The Enid ARC Light” where monthly meeting minutes could be posted. They could a so be printed which would fulfill
another requirement of the by-laws.

The HomeBrew now will reflect, beginning with this issue, the changes needed to remain an antonymous newsd etter
by removing any references to the Enid Amateur Radio Club that might be misinterpreted asthat club’s official
newdetter. It will however continue to spotlight the many wonderful things that the Enid Amateur Radio Club doesin
the city of Enid and Garfield County.

Editors Note:

| have received nothing but support from my fellow club membersin my efforts with regards to this newsl etter.

The issue about the HomeBrew and “ The Enid ARC Light” was something that needed to be addressed and now has
been resolved. | thank everyone who haswritten back to me or dropped a note and | ook forward to sending out more
issuesin thefuture.

Mike Cofer

Editor
The HomeBrew




Red Cross Celebrates “ March is Red Cross Month”
Written by Katie Lawson, Staff Writer, Redcross.org

Monday, Mar ch 06, 2006 — For more than 60 years the President of the United States has
proclaimed March to be American Red Cross Month. What began as away for the Red Cross
to promote its services to the communitiesit serves and to raise funds to cover the cost

associ ated with them has become a

cel ébration of the unique and vital

roleit playsin local neighborhoods

across the country. For the 25 years

after Clara Barton founded the

American Red Crossin 1881, it held

no regular fundraising drives.

Publicity and financia support were

dependent on generous donors who
would learn of disasters and the

response of the Red Crossto them.

In 1917, Red Cross fundraisng

operations were drastically changed oresident Frankiin b R sians the f

i resident Franklin D. Roosevelt signs the first

VVY/Z?’? dtf\}?/;]?ltﬁdwﬁasattiseﬁqt%ed March is Red Cross Month proclar?]ation in 1943.

President Wilson ordered the Red Cross to raise funds to support the military and civilians
affected by the war. In June of that year, the Red Cross held its first War Fund drive and set
donation goals high at $100 million which, especialy at that time, was an extremely large
amount of money.

The call to action worked and the public response was immediate and overwhel ming. Within ¢
few days the Red Cross had dready raised over $115 million, exceeding all expectations.
Following the success of this fundrai ser, the Red Cross hdd itsfirst “ Christmas Roll Call”
which asked peopleto contribution $1 to join the organization’s membership rolls. Thiswas a
great success, as was an additiona War Fund drivein the last year of the war.

When the war was over, the Roll Call was made an annual membership drive and fundraiser.
Theresulting list of members was often used to send out special messages, encouraging
donations in response to disasters like the Dust Bowl drought of the 1930s and the periodic
flooding of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers.

It was after a particularly successful 25th annual Roll Call in 1941 that the attack on Pearl
Harbor prompted the United States to enter World War I1. As done during the previous war,
the Red Crossimmediately declared another War Fund campaign and raised more than $66
million.

Rather than ask the public to donate again for the third time in one year, the Red Cross
decided to cancel its 1942 Roll Call. After discussions with then honorary chairman President
Roosevelt, the whole month of March 1943 was declared Red Cross month. During that time
it set afundraising goal of $125 million, the largest amount ever requested in one campaign
by any American organization.

Once again the response was overwhelming and in just six weeks, the goal was met. By 1943,
donations totaled nearly $146 million. Roosevelt called it “the greatest single crusade of
mercy in al of history." This accomplishment caused the Red Cross to repeat the March drive
during the remainder of the war, and then make it the occasion of its annual membership and
fundraising efforts.

The Tradition Continues Today

Again this year, President George W. Bush hasissued a proclamation declaring March as
American Red Cross Month. Also like those bygone years, 2005 was a history-making year
for the Red Cross.

The year began with the American Red Cross supporting the global response to a devastating
tsunami that struck just before the year commenced. It continued with a domestic response to
an Atlantic hurricane season that saw a record-breaking 26 named tropical stormsincluding
13 hurricanes that affected millions of lives. In response to Hurricanes Katrina, Ritaand
Wilma, the Red Cross mobilized more than 233,000 workers, mostly volunteers, to the gulf
coast region for the largest humanitarian response to a domestic natural disaster in American
Red Cross history.

Along with the hurricanes, last year the Red Cross responded to nearly 73,000 local disasters.
Most of them were home fires but also included tornadoes, wildfires, floods, muddides and
earthquakes, making 2005 one of the most demanding yearsin Red Cross history.

2 Cont. next page



Even 125 years after Clara Barton founded the Red Cross, the organi zation continues to evolve and adapt to meet the needs of the times. In the Gulf Region
and in communities across the country, Red Cross services to those affected by the 2005 hurricanes have continued into 2006, a year that marks another
milestone for the organization asit celebrates 125 years of service to the American public.

In celebrating Red Cross month, the president and the public are honoring the humanitarian heart and volunteer spirit of not only the organization but of the
entire country. Without the help of those who have contributed their time, money and blood, the Red Cross would not be here doing what it is doing
today...hel ping its neighbors down the street, across the country and around the world.

To learn how your community is celebrating Red Cross Month or to become a part of the rich Red Cross history, contact your local chapter. Together, we can
save alife.

The American Red Cross is where people mobilize to help their neighbors—across the street, across the country and across the world—in emergencies. Each
year, in communities large and small, victims of some 70,000 disasters turn to neighbors familiar and new—the nearly 1 million volunteers and 35,000
employees of the Red Cross. Through more than 800 locally supported chapters, more than 15 million people gain the skillsthey need to prepare for and
respond to emergenciesin their homes, communities and world. Some 4 million people give blood—the gift of life—through the Red Cross, making it the largest
supplier of blood and blood productsin the United States. The Red Cross helps thousands of U.S service members separated fromtheir families by military
duty stay connected. As part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, a global network of more than 180 national societies, the Red Cross
hel ps restore hope and dignity to the world's most vulnerable people. An average of 91 cents of every dollar the Red Cross spendsisinvested in humanitarian
services and programs. The Red Crossis not a government agency; it relies on donations of time, money, and blood to do its work.

To learn more about the American Red Cross, visit their website at http: //www.redcross.org/
You can also find your local Red Cross Chapter at http: //www.redcross.or g/wher e/ chapts.asp

American Red Cross Month, 2006

A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

Throughout our Nation's history, Americans have worked together to care for those in need. The work of the American Red Cross exemplifies this tradition
and reflects the good heart of our country. Thisyear during American Red Cross Month, we recogni ze this organization for its 125 years of faithful serviceto
our Nation and for its continued mission to help those in need at home and abroad.

Since Clara Barton founded the organization in 1881, the American Red Cross has offered aid and disaster relief to millions of individuals. From conducting
blood drives and arranging family communications and other forms of support for our troops to providing relief for victims of natural disasters, the American
Red Cross carries out emergency response around the globe. Local chapters help American communities respond to regional catastrophes and promote
emergency preparedness with American Red Cross First Aid and CPR courses. Members of these chapters serve their communities by visiting homebound
seniors, mentoring youth, distributing hot lunches, volunteering at homeless shelters, and offering transitional housing. They also educate young people on
violence and substance abuse prevention and help in hospitals and nursing homes.

In 2005, a devastating hurricane season left millions displaced and homeless. The American Red Cross network of more than 800 chapters and thousands of
volunteers provided food, shdlter, counseling, and care to more than amillion Gulf Coast families. Working in coordination with the International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement, the American Red Cross has a so assisted with relief efforts for victims of hurricanes and landslides in Latin America and the
recent earthquake in South Asia.

By donating their time and energy to selflesdy serve others, American Red Cross volunteers demonstrate the compassion and generosity for which Americans
are known. Their service paves the way to a brighter future for our citizens and people around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of Americaand Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Congtitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2006 as American Red Cross Month. | commend the
good work of the American Red Cross, and | encourage all Americans to continue to hel p the recovery efforts in the Gulf Coast region and around the world
through volunteering their time, energy, and talents for others.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Americathetwo hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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ARRL EXPO RETURNS AT DAYTON HAMVENTION 2006!

With thanks to Dayton Hamvention and owing to its popularity among 2005
Hamventioneers, ARRL EXPO will return to Dayton this year. Hamvention takes
place Friday through Sunday, May 19-21, at Hara Arena near Dayton, Ohio.

"Dayton Hamvention has generously agreed to partner again with ARRL to
accommodate ARRL EXPO 2006," ARRL Marketing Manager Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R,
announced. "Aswe did during last year's National Convention, ARRL will

organize its primary Hamvention exhibit in the Balarena, which allows

plenty of room to showcase a broad variety of ARRL programs and services.

Our hope isto reprise the best e ements of last year's very successful

event."

Inderbitzen notes that while some details remain in the devel opment stages,
current plans call for ARRL EXPO 2006 to festure a huge--and readily
accessible--ARRL bookstore and retail products center. Those renewing their
League memberships or joining for the first time will receive a gift.

Individual exhibits and booths will highlight the League's various

activities or focus on more specialized Amateur Radio interests. Also held

over from last year's ARRL National Convention EXPO will be live, on-stage
presentations and mini-forums by ARRL staff members and volunteers. DXCC
card checking will be available on site.

So will the Internet Café, which last year provided not only free access to
Internet-ready computersto catch up on e-mail or surf the Web, but an
open-access Wi-Fi "hot spot" for the laptop/notebook crowd.

Also back thisyear: "ARRL Passport,” the ultimate scavenger hunt. Collect
ARRL Passport numbers at booths and concessi ons throughout Dayton Hamvention
2006 and win terrific prizes.

Of course, ARRL EXPO will offer an opportunity for Hamvention visitors to meet ARRL staff members and authors and to learn more about the League's
various activities and initiatives--from advocacy and devel opment to technica and regulatory support and operating activities.

Inderbitzen says various ARRL forums will be coordinated with the Dayton Hamvention program. Hamvention sponsor, the Dayton Amateur Radio
Association, will sponsor Amateur Radio license examinations. Dayton Hamvention itself will offer some 500 indoor exhibit/concession spaces throughout
Hara Arena, where visitors can feast their eyes on the latest Amateur Radio gear or touch bases with their favorite ham radio organizations and activity groups.

The outdoor flea market--a huge favorite--will again have more than 2500 spaces available. It's the largest of its kind and a great place to meet old friends or

make new ones. And remember: "If you can't find it &t Dayton, you'll never find it!"

The ARRL Letter
Vol. 25, No. 06
February 10, 2006

ARRL Emergency Communication Course Honor Roall:

These OK Section members successfully completed all three levels of the courses to enhance emergency
service skill. These and other graduates appear in the March 2006 issue of QST also.

WB7VYC, NOIRW, W1DY, WB5SYT, AND KCOEH

EONGRmURTONS!
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March 2006
Calendar Events

M arch 2006

Sunday M onday Tuesday Wednesday Thur sday Friday Saturday

8pm
Wheatstraw
Radio Club Net
146.610- (wkly)

8pm EARC || 8pm Noble Co. Noble Co.

Net 145.290- || Radio Club Net Radio Club

(wkly) 9pm || 442.925(wkKly) Meeting 7pm
Kay Co.Net
146.970-(wkly)

WD5GUG KC50KG
Birthda Birthda

Since 1875 Garfield and surrounding counties in north central Oklahoma have experienced 68 tornadoes*.
Tornadoes are given an F rating depending on the damage that is done. This is called the Fujita scale.
Since records started being kept there have been 25 tornadoes that were rated FO with winds less than 73mph, 15 at
Flwith winds 73-112, 3 at F3 with winds 112-206, and two F4 tornadoes in May of 1979 and April of 1991which had
winds of up to 260mph. Other tornadoes have been recorded in Garfield County but were not given a rating.
Along with tornadoes there are injuries and unfortunately some fatalities. The number of injuries reported during that
time has been 97 individuals with 6 deaths. 4 people died during a tornado that was 300 yards wide and traveled for 97
miles through Dewey, Blaine, Major, Garfield, Grant, and Kay counties in March of 1949.

The National Weather Service from Norman conducted its yearly spotter training class on February 28 in Enid at the

Autry Vo-Tech. Al Fox, KD5BA, said that this year’s presentation was the best to date. He also said that there were
about 8 hams who attended.



Severe Weather Awareness Week was February 26-March 3. The NWS reports on it’ s website that in 2002, over 500
people in the United States were killed and over 3000 injured because of the weather. Dangerous weather can take many
forms - from violent tornadoesto brutal heat to crippling winter storms - and in this part of the world, we can experience
any of these dangerous phenomena.

While there' s nothing we can do to sop dangerous weather from affecting us, there are things we can do to stay safe
when the wesather turns nasty. Weather safety and survival - no matter what the hazard - depend on the following key
items:

KNOW THE HAZARDS -
Be aware of the hazards that you might face during aweather event.

KNOW WHEN TO EXPECT DANGEROUSWEATHER -
Monitor forecasts and information from experts a your local National Weather Service
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/home.php

PAY ATTENTION -
to all watches, advisories and warnings affecting you.

HAVE A PLAN TO STAY SAFE -
Think about it before it happens and be ready to act to survive. http://www.nws.noaa.gov/onvsevereweather/index.shtml

This year the NWS is heavily recruiting storm “ spotters’. These people are trained to report weather conditions at

their home to the NWS as opposed to chasing severe weather.
Mike Honigsburg with the Enid/Garfield County Emergency
Management has expressed an interest in creating a spotter
network consisting of licensed amateur radio operators who
have received this training from the NWS. The information
would be directed to the Garfield County Weather Center and
forwarded to the NWS. If you or someone you know livesin
Garfield or surrounding counties and would be interested in
participating you can contact Mike Cofer, KD5OFF at
580-242-2865.

If anyone is currently assisting or planning to assist in storm
spotting with the emergency management or provide
emergency communications with the Red Cross, you must
take a course on the National I ncident Management System
(NIMS). There have been several classes given locally already but you can take the 1S-700 course online free of charge
at the FEMA website. Go to http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/1S/is700.asp to register.

Remember, this storm season in case of severe weather- HAVE A PLAN, PRACTICE YOUR PLAN, and then USE
YOUR PLAN.

"Weater Fadio



After avery successful president's chili supper | got
to thinking how much alike the chili supper and the
ham club are.

We all have different recipes for our chilies and
obviously have our own recipes for how the club
should be run. Some of us like h.f., some 2 meters.
Some like it hot and others mild. Some like to work
parades and some like to make cornbread. Some of us
like to help "newbys" get sarted. Some have fun
mixing up the chili and seeing how it and the new hams
turn out.

Now if everyone can continue to have as much fun and
cooperation as we had at the chili supper then we
should have agood year!

Oh yes, thanksto NONOU and Triangle I nsurance for a
great place for a chili supper along with atip of the cap
to KD5ZQY for the Hurricane Katrina program.

73,
Al

Dit- adiddle dot dit.

A friend forwarded thisinteresting story. Source unknown.

Back when the tel egraph was the fastest method of |ong-distance
communication, a young man applied for a job asaMorse Code
operator. Answering an ad in the newspaper, he went to the office
address that was listed. When he arrived, he entered alarge, busy
office filled with noise and clatter, including the sound of the
telegraph in the background. A sign on the receptionist's counter
instructed job applicantsto fill out aform and wait until they were
summoned to enter the inner office.

The young man filled out his form and sat down with the seven
other applicantsin thewaiting area. After afew minutes, the young
man stood up, crossed the room to the door of theinner office, and
walked right in. Naturally the other applicants perked up,
wondering what was going on. They muttered among themseves
that they hadn't heard any summons yet.

They assumed that the young man who went into the office made a
mistake and would be disqudified. Within afew minutes, however,
the employer escorted the young man out of the office and said to
the other applicants, "Gentlemen, thank you very much for coming,
but the job has just been filled." The other applicants began
grumbling to each other, and one spoke up saying, "Wait aminute, |
don't understand. He was the last to come in, and we never even got
achanceto be interviewed. Y et he got the job. That'snot fair!"

The employer said, "I'm sorry, but the last several minutes while
you've been sitting here, the telegraph has been ticking out the
following message in Morse Code: 'If you understand this message,
then comeright in. Thejobisyours." None of you heard it or
understood it. This young man did. Thejobis his.

WHY RADIO AMATEURSARE CALLED "HAMS'
From Florida Skip Magazine - 1959

Have you ever wondered why radio amateurs are called "HAMS'? Well, it goes like this: The word "HAM" as applied to 1908 was the station cal of thefirst
amateur wirel ess sations operated by some amateurs of the Harvard Radio Club. They were ALBERT S. HYMAN, BOB ALMY, and POOGIE MURRAY .
At first they called their station"HYMAN-ALMY-MURRAY". Tapping out such along namein code soon became tiresome and called for arevision. They
changed it to "HYALMU", using the first two letters of each of their names. Early in 1910 some confusion resulted between signals from the amateur wireless
station "HY ALMU" and a Mexican ship named "HYALMO". They decided to use only thefirst letter of each name, and the station call became "HAM".

In the early pioneer days of unregulated radio, amateur operators picked their own frequency and call letters. Then, as now, some amateurs had better signals
than commercial stations. The resulting interference came to the attention of congressional committeesin Washington and Congress gave much timeto
proposed | egidation designed to critically limit amateur radio activity.

In 1911, Albert Hyman chose the controversial WIRELESS REGULATION BILL as thetopic for histhesis at Harvard. His instructor insisted that a copy be
sent to Senator David |. Walsh, amember of the committee hearing the bill. The Senator was so impressed with the thesis that he asked Hyman to appear
before the committee. Albert Hyman took the stand and described how the little station was built and amost cried when he told the crowded committee room
that if the bill went through, they would have to close down the station because they could not afford the license fees and all the other requirements which the
bill imposed on amateur stations.

Congressiona debate began on the WIRELESS REGULATION BILL and thelittle station "HAM" became the symboal for al the little amateur stationsin the
country crying to be saved from the menace and greed of the big commercial stations who didn't want them around. The bill finaly got to the floor of
Congress and every speaker talked about the"...poor little station HAM". That's how it dl started.

You will find the whole story in the Congressiona Record. Nationwide publicity associated station "HAM" with amateur radio operators. From that day to
this, and probably to the end of timein radio, an amateur isa"HAM".

Unfortunately for this story, none of it checks out. A past president of the ARRL did extensive research in an attempt to confirm this story. Thereis nothingin
the Congressional record about little station HAM. There is nothing in contemporary pressrecords. And thereis no record of a Hyman, Almay, or Murray at
Harvard at the time this supposedly happened. Thisstory first surfaced in an amateur publication in 1948, and doesn't seem likely to die. But it appearsto
have no factual basis.



ENID AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

PROUDLY SERVING SINCE 1936

Enid Amateur Radio Club (E.A.R.C.) Minutes-February 16, 2006
President: Al Fox-KD5BA

Vice President: Mike Cofer-K D50FF

Treasurer: Dwayne Posey-KC5QVS

Secretary: Dave Chad-KC5GUD

Al called the meeting to order after the annual President’s Chili supper at approximately 19:30.
Minutes of Mesting:

Bob made a motion to accept the minutes for January 19, 2006 as posted on the EARC website and made available at
Dwayne's. Walter made the second and the motion passed with amajority vote of the members present.

Treasurer Report:
Dwayne gave the Treasurers report. Walter made a motion to accept the report as given. Bob made the second and the motion
passed with amajority vote of the members present.

Membership Report:
None given.

Repeater Satus Report:
None given.

Training Report:
None given.

A.RE.S Garfield County-Sate Report:
None given.

Activities & Upcoming Events Report:
None given.

Old Business.
Al reported that the club work that had been scheduled for February 18 was cancelled due to the wesather.
It isreported that the antenna at the St. Mary’ s repeater ishung up in the tower. The club will need someone to climb up to fix
the problem.

New Business:
Mike reported that the annual storm spotter training will be February 28, 19:00 local at the Autry Vo-Tech. he also reported
that the Garfield County Emergency Management is wanting to expanding its spotter network and would like to have amateur
operatorsreport from there homes. No chasing would beinvolved. If anyoneisinterested Mike said to contact him and be sure
to attend the spotterstraining.

Al reported that there will be another NIM S certification class on March 2 at the Red Cross building from 6-8pm. This
certification isrequired for amateurs to be able to provide emergency communications to any of our served agencies.

Walter moved to adjourn the meeting at 19:45 local with Bob making the second. The motion passed with amajority vote of the
members present.

Bob-KD520Z gave a program on his volunteer work in Louisiana after hurricane Katrina.



Members and guests present were;
Ralph-NONOU
Dwayne-KC5QV S
Mike-K D5OFF
Bob-KD520Z
Bill-KC50KG
Gene-N5SPY

Frank-K C5PCI
Walter-AASLI
Barbara-KB5K SJ
Tim-KD5KTB
Devon-KD5UID

Caitlin McAndly
Meghan McAnally
Mario-KESFEQ
Phillip-K5ECH

Terrie Burford
Bill-K5ECI

Vonda Keck

Jason Pokorny-Red Cross
Michaegl Pokorny-Red Cross
Raobin Unruh-Red Cross
Larry-KESGNG
Al-KD5BA

Respectfully submitted by Mike Cofer-K D5OFF, E.A.R.C. Vice President.



